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Know your STA Australia 

Committee Members 
 

This edition we hear from  Canberra/ACT chapter 
Like all chapters ACT have 2 members on the na-
tional committee, Brad vanDam & Chris Bale. 

Brad vanDam, Brad vanDam, Brad vanDam, Brad vanDam, President STAPresident STAPresident STAPresident STA----ACT and Secretary ACT and Secretary ACT and Secretary ACT and Secretary 
STASTASTASTA----Australia.  Australia.  Australia.  Australia.      

With summer approaching all 
our State and Territory mem-
bers are making ‘sports of all 
sorts’ happen across the coun-
try. As we saw our members 
produce amazing surfaces for 
the winter sports during the 

challenging times of COVID -19 restrictions. Our 
members across the country have showed resili-
ence, strength and enthusiasm, I feel this rubbing 
off on our new STA Australia Committee. 

Our new President Jarrod Bird (STA QLD Presi-
dent) taking over the reigns as President has in-
vigorated the STA Aus. committee. We feel there 
is a large portion of our industry that is forgotten 
and we STA Aus. will be there to assist in various 
ways. We are strengthening our existing relation-
ships plus building new and exciting relationships 
with sponsors, other industry bodies from here 
and overseas, these will help deliver Education 
days, Seminars, Field days, research, innovations 
etc. that we can all gain from the knowledge. 

Chris Bale, STAChris Bale, STAChris Bale, STAChris Bale, STA----ACT Committee, STAACT Committee, STAACT Committee, STAACT Committee, STA----Australia Australia Australia Australia 
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee    

Currently I am the Assistant 
Superintendent at Yowani 
Country Club in Canberra. I’m 
34 and have been involved 
in the sports turf manage-
ment business for the last 5 
and a half years. I did my 
Apprenticeship at Yowani 
and was fortunate enough to 
be promoted when the opportunity arose. During 
my time as an apprentice I got involved with the 
ACT Sports Turf Association as a committee mem-
ber and now treasurer. Earlier this year I nominat-
ed myself to be a part of the STA Australia board 
so that I can help continue the good work of the 
board in bringing the sports turf industry in a 
positive direction. 

Is Covid Over yet?   

Are we back to Normal? 

It has been a time possibly not witnessed by any of us living 
today.  Covid has been a global catastrophe.  Some coun-
tries are still climbing in numbers infected with a correlating 
death toll. We in Australia are still emerging from this harsh 
reality.  Victoria has been hardest hit but appears to have 
overcome the odds and is planning on a return to normal as 
other states have already been in the process of doing.  
Many of our members careers were put on hold, for some it 
has been devastated.  We may lose their skills for ever due 
to them departing the industry and seeking alternate career 
security not availed to them as the pandemic hit. Their great 
skills, practical knowledge and know-how will not return to 
the industry.   We thank you for your past contributions and 
hope we again see you return.   

Patrons  renewed 

Support  

The sports turf industry has the 
benefit of many suppliers to help 
us all deliver premium grade sports 
surfaces in good and bad weather.   

For many years a dominant player has been Toro.   STA-
Australia have benefitted from a close association with Toro 
over many years and we are delighted and proud that Toro 
have again voluntarily offered their support for the 2020-
2021 period.   Without them acting as benefactor the sports 
turf industries prized award of Apprentice of the Year would 
not exist. Over the coming year STA with Toro will be seen 
across Australia with field days and events designed for all 
our members to get to know the Toro product range and 
people behind the brand.  

As we expand our reach across Australia we will be joined 
by other sponsors of STA-Australia: Epar- Australia’s leading 
EHSEHSEHSEHS Consultancy, Green Options the foremost landscape & 
sports turf  contract maintenance organization in Australia, 
Sports Turf Consultants our preferred agronomy company, 
plus Ground Solutions Australia   As STA-Australia and all 
the State chapters return to a normal operation we will 
again inform, entertain and educate. 

 

    

A short newsletter to members for members of the Australian Sports Turf industryA short newsletter to members for members of the Australian Sports Turf industryA short newsletter to members for members of the Australian Sports Turf industryA short newsletter to members for members of the Australian Sports Turf industry. 

We nurture turf sports … of all sortsWe nurture turf sports … of all sortsWe nurture turf sports … of all sortsWe nurture turf sports … of all sorts    

STASTASTASTA----across Australia only flourishes due to across Australia only flourishes due to across Australia only flourishes due to across Australia only flourishes due to 

its many members and our valued Patrons & its many members and our valued Patrons & its many members and our valued Patrons & its many members and our valued Patrons & 

Sponsors.Sponsors.Sponsors.Sponsors.    
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                  It is too dry!     

            It is too wet! 

As Summer creeps across the nation the seasonal 

challenges of adequate watering resurface.   

We asked our National Patron Toro for their suggest-

ed solution to this dilemma.  We also called on IPOS 

Consulting for their review of what levels of watering 

are needed in this season 

5 Ways Toro Irrigation Can Put Time Back in Your Day5 Ways Toro Irrigation Can Put Time Back in Your Day5 Ways Toro Irrigation Can Put Time Back in Your Day5 Ways Toro Irrigation Can Put Time Back in Your Day    

How many more jobs on your to-do list could you tackle with a few extra hours each day? That’s the ultimate 

benefit of precise water application. The more control and accuracy you have, the less time you need to spend 

on managing your irrigation — and Toro makes that possible with products designed for the most precise irri-

gation in the industry. 
 

Your office goes where YOU are.Your office goes where YOU are.Your office goes where YOU are.Your office goes where YOU are. 
With Lynx® remote access and Lynx Mobile Apps, you can access and operate your control system from 
anywhere using your laptop, smartphone or tablet. 
 

You can control irrigation down to the exact second and angle you need.You can control irrigation down to the exact second and angle you need.You can control irrigation down to the exact second and angle you need.You can control irrigation down to the exact second and angle you need. 
This level of precision is exclusive to Toro. With this capability, when you “water by amount,” each 
sprinkler runs for the exact amount of time to apply the exact amount of water needed for accuracy and 
cost saving benefits. 
 

Making informed irrigation decisions is easier.Making informed irrigation decisions is easier.Making informed irrigation decisions is easier.Making informed irrigation decisions is easier. 
Toro Lynx Central Control gives you the ability to see the history of water application, weather station 
data, pump station data, soil moisture data, and much more. With so much information at your finger-
tips, you’ll have the insights you need to make informed decisions on the go. 
 

Technology is on your side.Technology is on your side.Technology is on your side.Technology is on your side. 
Toro irrigation prod-
ucts leverage technolo-
gy to save time in ma-
jor ways. For example, 
the Lynx Mobile App 
saves favourite com-
mands for operations 
you frequently use, so 
you don’t have to 
memorize numbers or 
know the names of 
commands. The tech-
nology does it for you 
at the touch of a but-
ton. 
 

You get more data, faster (so You get more data, faster (so You get more data, faster (so You get more data, faster (so 
you can water more efficiently). you can water more efficiently). you can water more efficiently). you can water more efficiently). 
With our latest Lynx Central 
Control system — Lynx 7.0 — 
we have created a new high-
speed network that allows us to communicate more information in less time. It’s essentially 100 times faster 
than our previous communication network. 
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How Much Water Do We Need To Keep Our How Much Water Do We Need To Keep Our How Much Water Do We Need To Keep Our How Much Water Do We Need To Keep Our     

Turf  Healthy?Turf  Healthy?Turf  Healthy?Turf  Healthy?    

                                                                                                                                                                By Gerry Charlton, Director,By Gerry Charlton, Director,By Gerry Charlton, Director,By Gerry Charlton, Director,    

    IPOS ConsultingIPOS ConsultingIPOS ConsultingIPOS Consulting    

The impacts of climate change affect us in many different ways, bushfires, extreme 
weather events, higher temperatures, less rainfall and reduced access to water. The 
summer of 2018 and 2019 saw many communities faced with water restrictions that 
could have decimated much of the sports and recreational turf, particularly on the 
east coast of Australia. 

The irrigation requirement is directly relative to the climatic factors of rainfall and evapotranspiration (ETo). Us-
ing Bureau of Meteorology data, sourced from weather stations located at each Capital City Airport, we are able 
to calculate the irrigation requirement across the nation. This is modelled using the methodology developed in 
the Code of Practice – Irrigated Public Open Space which is based on FAO 56. IPOS Consulting has carried out 
modelling for the past 11 years, from 2009 to 2020. 

The table below provides a summary of the irrigation requirement for 4 classifications of warm season turf in 
each Capital City together with the annual rainfall and ETo. Whilst requirement varies considerably, the trend 
clearly shows an increase in the last 2 years compared to the 10 year average. Of particular note is the increase 
in the cities of Sydney, Canberra and Brisbane. Also surprisingly Darwin has the third highest irrigation require-
ment, whilst it has the highest rainfall of all Capital Cities. 

 

Whilst the above summary shows a snapshot of how much water we need, further in depth analysis identifies 
the spread of months where irrigation is required and the monthly climatic variance that drives the turf water 
requirement. For further information and the complete data sets for your Capital City contact Gerry Charlton, 
Mb. 0431 836 400, E. gcharlton@ipos.net.au  
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Across the Turf Globe 

Covid19 is not just Australia 

Our Australian representative on the STMA 
International Board, Chris Chapman reflects 
on the local and international impact of 
Covid19.  He shares it with you and as hard 
as it may seem, we have done remarkably 
well on the international stage. 

AAAAs we pass through this Covid19 pandemic it is 
amazing to see the similarities that are being 
faced by Turf Managers across the world. Any 
turf manager who oversees a facility that hosts 
an elite sport has been waiting to see if the sea-
son was going to proceed and then have to deal 
with the ramifications of a shortened season or a 
season unlike any other, some having very little 
play while others carried the season through to 
the end with amazing efforts.  

Special mention to Dave San-
durski (Gabba) (pictured R) and 
Kerry Betihavas (Metricon)  
(pictured below) who carried 
the bulk of the AFL season this 
year.  Plus we need to recog-
nise across Australia we have 
our army of curators and support staff executing 
remarkable results for many other sports codes. 

Our local councils have been 
asked to fulfil a myriad of roles 
to keep going.  

Internationally I was speaking 
with our Chairperson of the 
International committee Abby 
McNeal CSFM Field Superinten-

dent in a District of Denver, Colorado,   This, is 

how she summed up the situation she has been 
faced with since the pandemic began. (pic: ANZ 
Stadium Sydney) 

.I I I I know know know know here in Denverhere in Denverhere in Denverhere in Denver, our recreation staff was 
furloughed for 2 months (some extended beyond 
that) and supervisors were redeployed for 2 plus 
months to support park maintenance - opera-
tion’s needs. We have some become park ambas-
sadors to help educate and support the various 

mask mandates that were established by the local 
government then endorsed by the State.                                      

Our Parks and Trails are heavily used since early 
March and the trend is not slowing down. Our entire 
city staff (all employees) have mandatory furlough 
days (8- 64 working hours) to take by the end of 

2020 along with supporting 7.5% budget cuts for 
the last 7 months of the year. (pi: Mile High Stadium 
Colorado) 

It’s tough to fully know the impact these things will 
have in our system. Our industry will be impacted 
for the next several years, no matter where you are. 
We are being asked to do more with less and sup-
port various types of services for our organizations. 
I’m sure this is a situation all our staff across the 
country can relate too. 

The International committee is currently discussing 
with the STMA board the prospect of being able to 
offer an International membership in the future, 
there are some minor details to be worked out, we 
hope they can be resolved in the coming months. 

The 2021 STMA conference this year will follow a 
virtual conference format, it will be available free to 
STMA 2021members, the virtual event will be live 
for two day,; then available for future viewing again 
in 30 days. 

The committee supports offering it at no charge to 
international groups at this 30-day mark, as this will 
solve timing (for some groups it will be live in the 
middle of the night); it will also allow for these 
groups to provide their own translation service if 
required. 

I look forward to keeping you all updated on the 
International scene over the coming months. 

END 

 


